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To his Grace His Majeſties high Commiſ- 
froner, andthe right honourable Eflates 
of Parhament. 


The PETITION of the Magiftrats and 
Town Council of Elgin : 


Humbly ſhemeth, 


Hat your Petitioners Predecefſors in Office did beforethe Revolution 


commence the Building of a moſt convenient Harbour, which is alto- 
gether neceſſary for Trade, there being little ſafety by any Harbour in Storms 
on the Myrrey Firth. But our people falling Poor, partly by our Towns be- 
ing the through-gate of the Forces before the year 1691, and partly by the 
late extraordinary Dearth, we are not able for want of Fonds to bring it to 
perfe&1on. 

Our Town,with acquieſcence of the Inhabitants,obtained aGift from the late 
King,of a Plack upon each Pynt of Ale & Beer fold and retailed,in a0 16287, 
for the ſpace of ſeven years thereafter. But we did not put the ſame in execu- 
tion, in reſpe&tof its not having the authority of Parliament. It is therefore 
now humbly repreſented to your Grace and the right Honourable Eftates,that 
this great and publick Good of a Harbour at this place, will periſh and come 
to no effet, unle's we beinabled to carry the ſame on by your Grace and the 
Eſtates, impowering of us and our Succefſors in Office to exa&t a Plack on the 
Fynt of Ale and Peer fold and retailed within our Burgh, Colledge and old 
Milns and Libertteyrhereof; for ſome competent time, that may be {utable 
to the great Expenſe of the Undertaking; | 

This Harbour will be a common benefite beth to his Majeſties Subjetts 
and Forraigners, the occafions of Commerce being frequent upon that Firth. 
Je will accommodat our neighbouring Heretors with an eafie and ſafe acceſs 
for tranſporting the ProduCt of their Lands.1t will conduce to the repeopling 
and ſetting up again of the Inhabitants of his Majeſties Royal Burgh. And it 
3s abſolately impoſſible for us to perteCt it, whereby the bygone Expenſe will 
be loſt, the rather that our Tolbooth is lately burnt by one who was Priſoner 
therein for breach of the publick Peace, which will coſt us about 6000 Merks 
in rebuilding it. 


May it therefore pleaſe your Grace and the right honourable the Eftatesr, 
to grant to your Petitioners andour Succeſſors in Office, and Impower ns to 
uplift four Pennies upon each Pynt of Ale and Beer, ſold and retailed within 
owr Burgh, Colledge »nd old Milns andtheLiberties thereof, as is conteined 
iz our former Gift, for the ſpace of ſeven Tears, commencing at Candlemag 
next 1701, to be imployea for the uſes before-mentioned, by the Theſaurer 
of o#r Bargh, by the direFion of the Magiftrats and Town Conncil for the 
time being, And your Petitioners ſhallever pray. 
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